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Nemirow, who note Seattle has targeted the Denny Triangle for
residential and commercial growth. Benarova, whose company
owns other properties in the neighborhooed, sald the presence of
the center will have a chilling effect on getting more development
where the city wants it.

Cn the south end of downtown sits Bill Hobson, the avuncu-
lar executive director of the Downtown Emergency Service Cen-
ter, the proponent of the project. He savs the opposition is irra-
tional.

In the long run, the facllity will save taxpavers money, Hobson
said. A simllar preogram in Minneapolis has been successful,
according to Hebson, He cites 2 King County study of 125 ine-
briates, which shows the county spent more than $100.000 per
vear per alccholic.

“This project will pay for the capital investnent in less than
8ix vears,” Hobson savs.

Hobson is constanily fighting what he says are misconceptions
about the project, which local and national TV commentators
have ridiculed. Residents will not, for instance. Llive at 1811 East-
lake for free. They will have to pay rent.
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Biil Hobson, executive director of the Downtown Emergency
Service Center, says the apartments for inebriates will be ““an
attractive building and will present Seattle in a positive way.”
Stickney Murphy Romine Architects designed the center
Walsh Construction Co. is the contractor.

Rendering courtesy of Stickney Murphy Romine Architects

8n normal times, the relationship between the
Downtown Seattle Association and Larry
Benaroya would be strong. But these are not
normal times in the Denny Triangle, where
Benaroya's company owns Metropolitan Park.

A block away from Met Park — a shiny, three-
building office and retail campus totaling
nearty 900,000 square feet — a group is moving
forward with plans to build an $11 miliion
apartment house for inebriates. The kicker is
the 75 residents of the publicly funded project

.| inside, and they will not be required to seek

+ treatment.

“I have never faced a similar threat,” says
Benaroya, who has sued - sofar without suc-
cess — to stop construction. “It's horribie.”

His opposition has put him at loggerheads
‘with the DSA; which supports the project.
Benaroya is so peeved that he has quit the pow-
erful group whose hoard of trustees includes an all-star list of
{ellow real estate heavy hitters.

Benaroya is not epposed to helping people. His family’s name
is, in fact, synonymous with philanthropy in Seatile. It was the
Benaroyas lead gift that enabled construction of Benaroya Hall,
which opened in 1998.

A year later, Virginia Mason Medical Center
finished building the state-of-the-art Benaroya
Research Institute, where research on diabetes &
and other autolmmune diseases is conducted. §

Benaroya and his colleagues say they are |
opposed to putting inebriates on the streets |/
without treatment. “It just seeins illogical to &
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will be allowed to drink as much as they want’

Professional counselors will staff the facility around the clock
and contrel access to the building, Residents will not be allowed
to drink on the sidewalks or in common areas: drinking will be
confined to residents’ private quarters.

“The last thing DESC wants to do is create a project that
degrades a neighborhoed,” Hobson savs,

He and his staff didn’t one day wake up and decide to launch
awacky experiment. The project is the culmination of a citv and
county planning process, which included a fask force whose
members realized that seme alcoholics — no matter how much
treatment they receive — never stop drinking.

“They don't ever get sober,” Hobson savs. “They die” And
before they die they are constantly being sent to the ER or jail.
“There has to be a better way”

The better way, says Hobson, is to provide them a sale place o
live, drink and, ¥ they choose, receive treatment.

Benaroya. meanwhile, savs he will continue flghting the proj-
ect. Stopping it, however, seems a tall task given the :mppm t the
project has not only from DSA but from other centers of powey
as well.

Mayor Greg Nickels is “very supportive” of the plan, savs
Deputy Mayor Tim Ceis. “It’s a very humane way to deal with
a very difficult problem of chronic inebriates.”

Craig Hill at the helm

It took about five years, but Grubb & Eliis finally has a per-
manent leader for its Seattle office. The company named Seat-
tle native and commercial real estale veteran Craig B, Hill vice
president and sales manager of the shop.

Once a power it Puget Sound comunercial real estate, in the late
1990s the office shrunk from 20 brokers to about a half dozen.
Rumorsswirled that the national company, whose headquarters
are in Illinols, was trying to buy or tean up with a local bro-
kerage, but nothmg happened.

“We just couldn’t find the right marriage,” says Hill, who adds
there was some talk aboul closing the Seattle operation. Frus-
trated by a lack of progress and a lack of leadership, Hill even-
tually left, too, but returned about a vear later

Now he’s leading the charge. The office has only five brokers,
butt the plan is to grow the office four times over *i have enough

change its methods.

doesn’t seem to be it.”

us,” says Marc Nemirow, a Benaroya execu- b
tive who said the company has worked with @
project backers to relocate the facllity or
“Unfortunately, the
cavenues available to us arve laitedr -
Benaroya argues that having alcoholics
slumbiing about the north side of downtown -~
is not bad merely for the Denny Triangle but bad for all of Seat-
tle, “This is the gateway to the ¢ity” he says, pointing out the area
is just off the main exit to downtown irom Interstate 5.
“ldon’t know where th(, right place is,” Nemirow says,

Benaroya

“but this

Support at City Hall for the project puzzles Benaroya and

chairs for 20 brokers so that's my target.”
His strategy is not to offer extraordinary commission cuts,
“competitive with the marketnlace”

which he sald will be

Instead, he'll work to increase the size by bullding on Grubb &
Ellis’s reputation as a big brokerage.

“What | really offer is an extremely attractive nationa! plat-
form,” HLH says. “We're basically a startup with a lot of horse-
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Marc Stiles, who still does not like his column mug shot, can be
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B aybe it's

W B cold time
of year, but a
recent column
about a woman
whe cashed in
her air miles
for a flight to
the  Canary

e} Islands and a
Estate much needed
AdVi ser getaway in the

sun seems (o
By have tweaked
Tom Kelly the "emotjonal
fascination for
air miles and getaways,

Stan and Joyce Savaard, Cana-
dian couple in their 60s, wrote to

just the.

cards,

low much is that

costing?

through the same real estate bro-
kerage. _

Friends from Colorado wrote to
say they refinanced their mort-
gage, thereby gaining more air
miles for a long-awaited trip to
Paris.

We all seem to know someone
who is-dead-set on gleaning every
last bonus air mile cut of credit
designated hoteis, tele-
phone calling plans or stock
trades. Many consumer services
now come with “no strings
atiached” air miles, compliments
of corporate marketing budgets
that have been increased in an
attempt to corral a greater piece
of a specific competitive market.

However, remember that some-

LEASES & TENANTS

SEATTLE — LCF Associales leased
1,642 st of office space af 1513-1515
Sixth Ave to Marios of Seattle lue. Kay
Hammar of Colliers International handled
the jease.

SEATTLE — Colman Properiies LY
leased 2,084 sf of office space at 811 Ist
Ave 1o Geisness Lawtirm., Morgan
Burbridge of GVA Kidder Mathews han-
dled the lease.

SEATTLE — Jackson Square
Associates LLC leased 2,500 sf of retail
space at 23rd & Jackson to Washington
Mutual Bank. Susan Zlmmcmmrz af
GVA Kidder Mathews handled the {ease.

SEATTLE -~ Canal Flace Associates
LPleased 2,909 sf of office spaace at 130
Nickerson St 1o American Commercial
Security Services Inc. Ken Hirasa of GVA
Kidder Mathews and Charlotie Loveland

of Cushman & Wakefield co-brokered the

lease.

SEATTLE - Seattie Landmark Joint
Venture leased 6,530 sf of office space ai

leased 2,117 st of office space at 12737
Bel-Red Road to Metropolitan West
Asset Mamt. Jerrod Stafford of Colliers
international handied the lease,

BELLEVUE -~ The Benaroya Co
leased 8,443 sf of office space at 3600
136th Place SE 10 Numark Gitice
interiors. Jeft Jochums/Jerrod Stafford of
Coltiers International handled the lease.

BELLEVUE — The . Benaroya

Company LLC leased 70,690 sf of office
space al 3600 136th Place SE to 180
Solfutions. Jelf Jochums/erred Staflord
of Colliers International handled the
lease.

EVERETT = Plivcger Properties
leased 1,562 sf of office space at 906 SE
Everelt Mall Way o Market Transport,
Kay Hammar of Colliers International
handled the Jease.

LC
leased 3,057 st of office space ai 33301
Yih Ave S to John Hodges DDS PS. Mark
Clirehugh, Biit Frame and Todd Ciarke



