
where he was proud to welcome visiting friends and his 
aspirations to get a dinette set and a toaster.  

Giant portraits of DESC clients by photographer David 
Entrikin formed the backdrop for a host of fervent 
speakers, including Congressman Jim McDermott, DESC 
Board Chair Clark Kimerer, and Bill Hobson, long time 
Executive Director of DESC.  

But it was during the moments when community 
volunteer, Karen Marcott-Solimano, and Diane Lovejoy, 
sister of Matthew, a DESC client, shared their true stories 
that the room became silent and many eyes became misty.   
Through their stories guests experienced the pain and 
reality of people living with mental illness on the streets 
of our community and discovered the tested solution to 
ending chronic homelessness.  

On behalf of Dodge, Matthew, and all of our clients who 
have reclaimed their lives through the help of DESC, 
thank you for your gifts and pledges so generously put 
forward at the 30th Anniversary Gala.  

THANK YOU GALA SPONSORS!
Presenting Sponsors

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
BOMA Seattle

SMR Architects

Lead Sponsors
Bank of America

Botanical Designs
Clise Properties

James Bowman Associates
Kantor Taylor Nelson and Boyd PC 

MCM
The Seattle Mariners

Seattle Seahawks and Sounders FC
Synergy Construction

TRUEbenefits
United Way of King County

The Vance Corporation
Virginia Mason Medical Center

Supporting Sponsors
AH Spear Investments

Advanced Computer Solutions
Bavarian Meat Products

ConocoPhillips
Group Health
Nitze-Stagen

Tri-Tec Communications
Washington Real Estate Holdings
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30th ANNIVERSARY GALA CELEBRATION
TOGETHER 
WE RAISED 

$210,000
THANK YOU!

Formidable Fabulous Fortunate Friday the 13th

515 Third Ave • Seattle, WA 98104

Clockwise from top left: friends and supporters raise over $200,000 to end homelessness; 
Congressman Jim McDermott; DESC Board Chair Clark Kimerer; 450 celebrate DESC’s 
30th Anniversary; Orkestar Zirkonium entertaining gala guests.

Save the Date

Benefit Concert
January 29, 2010 

The Triple Door
featuring 

Billy Joe and the Dusty 45’s

Coming Up at DESC

Watch DESC’s DocuPortrait

“Where They Are” 
by NonFiction Media

on our new website debuting in 2010

www.desc.org

After thirty years of reaching out to Seattle’s most vulnerable and homeless 
men and women...

After providing shelter from rain and protection from the dangers of life 
on the streets for 10,958 consecutive nights...

After working tirelessly to locate and place people living with mental 
illness, addictive disorders, and multiple disabilities into apartments of 
their own.

After helping thousands of displaced men and women reclaim their lives...

... DESC paused and took a deep breath to commemorate and celebrate 
the accomplishments of three decades!

Not an organization usually given to extravagance or self 
congratulations, perhaps it was fitting that DESC’s 30th 
Anniversary Gala took place on a damp and blustery Friday 
the 13th in November at the Seattle Marriott Waterfront Hotel 
- just blocks from where many DESC clients once clustered 
under the Alaskan Way Viaduct.  

The 450 friends, advocates, and donors who came together 
to recognize DESC’s contribution to our community were 
treated to a  revealing, inspiring, truth-filled, and emotional  
program. The trials and dreams of actual DESC clients came 
to life in a newly produced video docu-portrait.  On screens 
around the room,  guests watched and listened to Dodge, 
a resident of the Morrison, living with mental illness and 
wheelchair bound, as he spoke lovingly of his small home 

Donors raise their paddles high to pledge over $210,000 in support of DESC’s mission to end 
chronic homelessness.

“The results of generosity are always 
beyond calculation.”  Miriam Beard

Diane Lovejoy and her brother 
Matthew.

continued from page 2 (Gala Participants)

Merlyn and Maury Bell
Bentall Capital
Clise Properties
Enterprise Community Partners
Jeffrey Grant and Mercedes Fernandez
Bill Hobson
Jim Hopfenbeck and Alice Dubiel
Laura Inveen and William Shaw
Craig and Darcy Jaffe
Diane and Nicholas Lovejoy
Nicole Macri and Deb Cayz
Richard and Linda Matthews
Rafn Company
Republic Parking Northwest
Seattle Counseling Service
Signature Landscaping Service
Larry and Sandra Smith
Karen Marcotte and Jim Solimano
Laurel and Tim Spelman
Synergy Construction
Kira and Dominique Walmsley
John White and Kate Gregory

THANK YOU GALA TABLE SPONSORS!
All New Glass
Ambius
Ancient Vine Distributors
Michel Block
Botanical Designs
Cherry Street Coffee House 
Mickey Cooper
Rustie Cordoza
Isa D’arleans
David Entrikin
The Grateful Palate
Java Jackets
Evan Johnson
Cindy Lou Lyon
Northwest Totem Cellars
Tom Partman
Renaissance Vineyard and Winery
Seattle Cellars
Sherwin-Williams
Stonington Art Gallery
Kenny Taylor
Lucas Torno
Wells Fargo
Mike Zachary
and all of our many volunteers!

SPECIAL THANKS!



1979
On November 19, DESC opens its
doors as an overnight emergency
shelter in the Ballroom of
Pioneer Square's Morrison Hotel.
From 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. , a staff of 14 welcomes nearly
200 homeless adults to a new kind of shelter for
S eattle's most difficult-to-serve population. Ahead of
its time from the very beginning, DE S C embraces a
"low demand" model of service where rules do not
constitute a barrier to access. DE S C begins as a
partnership between the City of S eattle, the Greater
S eattle Council of Churches, and WAMI (Washington
Advocates for the Mentally I ll).

1980
DESC IS GRANTED A LICENSE BY THE
STATE TO DELIVER MENTAL HEALTH
CARE, the first step in the development of a full
continuum of care for clients.

1981
DESC extends its hours, due to
increased demand for services.
The shelter is now open from noon to 7a.m.

1983
With long lines at the shelter
resulting in people being turned
away, DE S C develops a lottery system to replace
the former first come, first served method.

1984
DESC clients and staff arrive en
masse at Seattle's Public Safety
Building to publicly protest the
lack of shelter beds. The act results in
new community shelters, including the first severe
weather overflow shelter opened by the City and K ing

County.

DESC is featured in the
nationally broadcasted PBS
documentary, "Shelter," produced by
S eattle station K CTS .

1989
DESC begins coordinating
downtown street outreach with
daetn (Downtown Access, E ngagement & Transition
Network) to establish first contact with S eattle's most
vulnerable homeless adults. This eventually leads to
DE S C being selected for the Federal Demonstration
program, ACCE S S , and the current HOS T program.

1990
DESC's shelter expands operations
to 24 hours daily.

DESC becomes the first agency to
partner with Common Meals (now
Farestart), to serve weekend meals to its shelter
clients.

1992
DESC prioritizes overnight beds
for those individuals most
vulnerable on the streets - those living
with disabilities, women, and elderly men - thereby
replacing the former lottery method.

1994
The Union Hotel opens, DE S C's first
supportive housing program featuring 24/7 on-site
clinical and support staff for 52 previously homeless
residents.

DESC develops a scattered site
housing program, to assist homeless clients
enrolled in DE S C's new S AGE program in renting
affordable apartments while receiving on-going care.

1995
DESC establishes SAGE, a program
delivering Medicaid-funded mental health treatment to
clients. This marks DE S C's inclusion into the
mainstream mental health service community.

1997
DESC assumes management of the
Lyon Building. A 64-unit facility owned by
AIDS Housing on Washington (now B uilding Changes).
As DE S C's first Harm R eduction Housing model, the
program focuses on homeless adults affected by the
HIV/AIDS , mental illness, and/or addiction.

DESC introduces to the region the
concept known today as housing
first by opening Kerner-Scott
House, which uses housing as a way to engage
people into services. I ts 40 apartments are designed to
provide stability for homeless, mentally ill, and/or
addicted adults with no previous connection to
services.

1999
DESC becomes a licensed chemical-
dependency provider, allowing both
emergency shelter and housing clients with co-
occurring mental health and chemical dependency
problems to receive critical services.

DESC begins the crisis respite
program (CRP) Working in partnership with
Harborview Medical Center and K ing County Medical
Health Court, CR P provides shelter and case
management for mentally ill homeless adults still
emerging from a recent crisis or jail.

2000
DESC launches CHASERS, its internally
developed electronic data system that enhances the
agency's emphasis on highly integrated services and
housing. The system is later adopted by other human
services agencies.

2002
DESC's Kerner-Scott House
Women's Shelter Opens, providing 25
beds for S eattle's most vulnerable mentally ill
homeless women.

2003
A $27 million renovation of the
Morrison begins, resulting in a state-of-the-
art shelter and day center, centralized administrative
offices, and five floors of supportive housing. The
Morrison becomes DE S C's largest housing project,
marking the turning point at which DE S C houses more
people than shelters them.

2003
DESC extends its prioritization of
vulnerability to daytime services,
and implements an evaluation tool to objectively
measure a client's vulnerability based on his/her
health, disability, and level of functioning.

2005
After two years of controversy
and lawsuits surrounding the
project, 1811 Eastlake opens, providing
75 units for chronically homeless people with severe
alcohol problems who, previously, were the
community's high utilizers of public services. In 2009,
The Journal of the American Medical Association
publishes a study revealing that 1811 E astlake
annually saves taxpayers $4 million dollars.

2006
DESC launches The Connections
program, establishing a center where non-
disabled clients can access showers, computers, job-
counseling and other services to help them find
employment, housing and independence.

2007
DESC launches PACT, a nationally
recognized program that works with people with
serious and persistent mental illness. The PACT model
is distinguished by its intensive outreach and team-
oriented, trans-disciplinary approach.

Evans House opens 75 supportive housing
units on Capitol Hill, marking DE S C's first housing
program to extend beyond downtown S eattle.

2008
An innovative employment program
is established to match DESC
clients with local employers. DE S C's
thrift store serves as a valuable training tool to
enhance clients' basic job skills and prepare them for
retail employment.

2009
Rainier House opens, providing an
additional 50 supportive apartments in the Columbia
City neighborhood.

DESC breaks ground on Canaday
House, which will provide 83 supportive
apartments, 25 of which will be designated for
veterans. Canaday House is scheduled to open in the
fall of 2010.

TOMORROW
DESC continues to expand
supportive housing and clinical
treatment until there are no more
people impacted by homlessness in
our community.

Lyon Building

Kerner-Scott House

Union Hotel

The Morrison

1811 Eastlake

Evans House

PAGE 2 • CORNERSTONE

downtown emergency service center
515 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104

www.desc.org / info@desc.org
Tel: 206-464-1570 Fax: 206-624-4196 CORNER

Thank You Gala Participants

DESC CELEBRATES 30 YEARS

The Downtown Emergency Service Center works to end the homelessness of vulnerable 
people, particularly those living with serious mental or addictive illnesses. Through 

partnerships and an integrated array of comprehensive services, treatment and housing, 
we give people the opportunity to reach their highest potential. At DESC, uncommon 
efforts produce uncommon results that eliminate homelessness, one person at a time.

board of directors
Clark Kimerer, Chair

Ron Wright, AIA, Vice Chair
Laura Inveen, Secretary

Merlyn M. Bell, Treasurer

Tom Byers
Mark Dales, MD

Jeffrey Grant
Mark Sidran

Chris Spitters, MD, MPH
Richard Stevenson

executive director
Bill Hobson

layout and content editor
Kathy Ulrich

Gala Photography By
Charles Paul

contributors
Josh Herrington

Nicole Macri
Mary Ann Millican

Alice and Jim Abbott, Acclaim Sign & Display, Andrea Akita and Walter Zisette, Kathleen Albrecht, Humberto Alvarez, Monica 
Anderson and Margo Burnison, Graydon Andrus and Suji Lee, Lyle and Betty Appleford,  Robin Appleford, Molly Archer, Nancy 
Ashley, Atlas Supply, Duncan Autrey, B&B Aircraft Equipment, Claudia Bach, Jeri Baer, Will Bailey, Teresa Barcus, Tom Barrett 
and Christina Clayton, Scott and Diane Barron, Kevin and Carrie Bartasawicz, Anthony and Lizabeth Beaupre, Ambika Beck, 
Carla Behrend, Lynn Bekris, Andy Bell and Patti Guenther, Deborah Bell, Merlyn and Maury Bell, Penelope Bell, David A. 
Bennett and Beth Huppin Bennett, Marcia Bennison, Brian and Julie Bergstrom, Jane Berkman, Robert and Jonita Bernstein, 
Becky Bicknell, Mary Bingham, Michael and Maureen Blodgett, David Bloom, Karyn Boerger, Susan Bola, Christa Bormann-
Atlas and Roger Atlas, Susan Boyd and David Fliegel, Susan Boyle, Dan and Cindy Brettler, Jon and Bobbe Bridge, Tim Burgess, 
Jerome Burns and Lori Proulx-Burns, Lee Burns, Dale and Melody Burson, Mark Busto, Mitzi and Chris Carletti, David Carlson 
and Vicki O’Briant, Paul Carlson, Sai Chaleunphonh,  Anna Cherkin, Ron Classen, Dan and Joan Clement, Jessica Cohen, Sally 
Sue Coleman, Common Ground, Meaghan Corbett, Daniel and Colae Couch, Mike Crow, Clifton Curry and Ann Allen, Mark 
Dales, Mary Dardeau, Stephen Dardeau, Isa D’arleans, Christie Davis, Larry Davis, Randy Davis, Lynn Davison and Judith Clegg, 
Allison Delong, Jane DePaolo, Reggie Detweiler, Kristin Deyo, John and Linda Diaz, Michael and Katie Donegan, Jim Douglas 
and Alexandra Harmon, Peggy Dreisinger, Brian Duncan, Renee Duncan, Joe and Marsann Easterday, Barney Ebsworth, Tom 
and Linda Eckhart, Alecia Edalgo, Megan and Frederick Eiden, Alison Elsinger, Irvin Emanuel, Alphanso Emery, John and Sarah 
Epstein, Amy Evans, Paul and Cathy Favro, Noah Fay, Ellen Ferguson, Karrie Fielder, Scott Fife, Dianne Figlewicz Lattemann, 
Jon Fine and Paula Selis, Dave and Eva Fisher, Matthew Flickinger and Cathy McClure, Linda Foley, David Forsyth, Linda Fox, 
Bryan and Carol Friend, Mizue Fujinuma, Robert and Penny Gardiner Michael Garry, Alberta Garvin, Karen Gates-Hildt, 
Gregg and Linda George, Ali Ghambari, Lynda Giddens, Emily Goertz, Donnie Goodman, Judy and Rollie Grams, Jeffrey Grant 
and Mercedes Fernandez, Jeremy Grant, Kimberly Gray, Chip and Sabrina Gregory, Rowdy Griffin, Lisa and Bill Gustaveson, 
Kirk and Joy Hanson, Kurt Hanson, Zandrea Hardison,Stephanie Harper, Lina and Kevin Harris, David and Linda Harrison, 
Douglas Hart, Diana Haslund, Barbara Haspedis, Hamilton and Pam Hazlehurst, Dave Heater, Stuart Heath, Marsha Heaton 
and Vince Matulionis, Bob Hellinger, Jeff and Gerrie Hendrickson, Carmel Hennessy Pope, David and Melissa Hennings, David 
Herr, Alison Hill, Solana Hobson, William G. Hobson, Harry Hoffman, Christine Hollinger, John Holmes and Luann Bice, 
Jim Hopfenbeck and Alice Dubiel, Matthew Horwitz, Billy Joe Huels and Cathy McClure, Connie Huffine, Max Hunt, Vanessa 
Hyndman, Laura Inveen and G. William Shaw, Douglas Ito, John and Jan Ittes, Joseph J. Ittes, Jr. and Janene Siers, Peggy Jackson, 
Craig and Darcy Jaffe, Greg Jensen and Mollia Fuller Jensen, John Johnson, Laurie Johnson, Rod and Jennifer Kauffman, Clark 
and Julie Kimerer, Scott and Karen Kimerer, Margaret King, James Kinskey and Kim Frappier, Stacy Kiyasu, Trina Kiyasu, D. 
Adam Kline and Gene Middaugh, Erica Knight, Joanne Ko, Judy Kotchik, David and Christine Kozlow, Dean Kralios and Scot 
Partlow, Ken Kraybill and Beth Miller Kraybill, Lyn Krizanich, Jack Kuester,Paul Lambros, Dan Landes and Angela Deppe, Darby 
Langdon, Erik Larson, Jill Larson, Lars Larson, Laura and Carl Larson, Sally Larson, Jack Latham, Diane Figlewicz Latteman, 
Maureen Lee, M.A. Leonard Sarah and David Lewontin, Heidi Leyton, Betsy Lieberman and Richard Groomer, John Links, 
Gregory Linnell, Hubert Locke, Lauren Locke, Phyllis Loeb, Benjamin Lower and Sarah Matthews, Sallie and Brent Lumley, 
Becky MacCamy, Ellie MacLean, Jackie and Tom MacLean, Jake MacPharlin, Esta Macri, Nicole Macri and Debra Cayz, Daniel 
Malone and Beth Eagen Malone, Kelly Mann, Alan Marlatt, Joann Marsden, A. Martin, Henry Matthews, Richard and Linda 
Matthews, Karen May, Jim McDermott, Denise and James McDonald, Mary Kay McFadden, Cestjon McFarland, Ann McGettigan, 
Drew McGougan, Dana McGuire, Jessica and Mac McIntosh, Ken McIntosh, Jacob McPharlin, Joan Melendez, Patti Miele, Michael 
and Phyllis Mines, Donald and Pamela Mitchell, Claire Molesworth, Peter and Joline Momcilovich, Hani Morcos, Alene Moris, 
Lee and Robert Murray, Jeff Myrter, Courean Napolitano, Sharon Nelson, Wesley Neumann, David Newcomer, Jeffrey Newman 
and Carrie Wernick, Dennis Noland and Geri Williams, Michelle Nugen, Vicky O’Briant, Jon Okada, Jeff Olson, Kathryn Olson 
and Jeff Petee, Glenette Olvera, Mike and Janice O’Mahony, Christopher and Willa Osborn, Renee Ostrem, Patti Otto, John and 
Eleanor Owen, Alan Painter and Jackie Der, Marianne Painter, Antwone Parker, Karley Pate, Valeri and Carl Pate, Mary Pederson, 
Sarah Perez, Kyle Peters, Sue Peters, Christine Philipps, Tom Phillips, Diane Pietrowski and Mark Young, Loretta Pirozzi, Susan 
Platt, Scott Powell, Neil Powers, Dwight Prevo, Cherise Reese, Ross Reynolds, Leonard Rifas, Michael Romine and Kay Barksdale, 
Jewelia Rosenbaum and Jennifer Boschen, Lauren Ross, Bill Rumpf and Eve Rumpf-Sternberg, Christine and Matthew Rush, Patty 
Ryan and Terry Newcomb, Rebecca Saldana, Valerie Sammons, Ned Sander, William Sander, Tom and Allison Sante, Ryan Sawyer, 
Rodney and Elizabeth Schmidt, Mary Jo and David Schmitz, Knute Sears, Elizabeth Stellas, Paula Sellis, SGA Corporation, Mark 
Sidran and Anais Winant, Jeffrey Siglin, Mark and Jackie Siler, Patti Skelton-Mcgougan, Phil Smart, Larry J. and Sandra Smith, 
Karen and Jim Solimano, Jonathan S. Solovy, Helen Sommers, Leonard Sorrin and Kay Deasy, Ann Spangler, Timothy and 
Laurel Spelman, Elaine Spencer, Vince and Traci Speziale, Chris Spitters, Coleen Spratt, Scott Starr, Doug and Marcia Stevenson, 
Richard Stevenson, Larry and Pam Stewart, Megan Stine, Nancy Stokley, Kathy Strand, Brenda Strauch, Steve Stroming, Eric 
Stroo, Candice Strudel and Jason Clemens, Betsy Sutherland, Emilia Sweeney, Rick Swenson, Nathan Tain, Kenneth Tanzer, 
Christine Tapio, Bob Terwilliger and Mimi Walsh, Ted and Karla Therriault, Thomas Tierney, Larry True and Linda Brown, 
Robert Vadnais, Brian Wabik, Julie Wade, Arthur L. and Eva Wahl, Bob and Brook Walker, Elizabeth Walker, Kira and Dominique 
Walmsley, Heather Warner, Ryan Warner, Elisa Washington, Rose Waterman, Marty Weddle, Amy Weinstein and Crasta Yo, Chuck 
Weinstock, Michael Wenger, David Wertheimer and Paul Beaudet, John White and Katherine Gregory White, Jessica Wicksnin, Karen 
Williams, Kay Wilson, Jeff Winterling and Susan Segall, Linda Wolfheim and Don Wilson, Steven Wolfson and Jane Barkman, Mary 
Ann Woodruff, John and Diane Woodworth, Ron Wright and Maria Barrientos, Mary Yu and Susan Secker, Joe and Joy Zaragoza.

DESC is fortunate to have broad support from our community. We would like to thank the 
individuals and organizations for their participation in the Gala:

Continued on page 4


