10-14-2025: Burien Community Advisory
Council Meeting Notes

Date & Time: 2025-10-14 15:25:21

Location: Bloomside Place

Attendees: Nancy Kick; Debra George; Ricardo Del Fierro; Brian LeBan;
Paula Griffin; Noah Fay; Mateo Chavez

Overview

This advisory board meeting on 2025-10-14 discussed public Q&A engagement,
tenant capacity and transportation support, community and neighborhood
coordination, outreach events, animal-related concerns, mental health service
expansion, and outreach service expansion. Speakers referenced ongoing
partnerships (ORCA transit, LEAD), limits on off-property authority, and
preparations for a city council update about Bloomside.

Key Topics

e Public Q&A outreach and engagement

o A community member who previously voiced support (in 2019 or
2020) was invited to attend; follow-up is planned to encourage
direct questions and conversation.

o The group affirmed willingness to direct public questions to the
advisory board.

e Tenant and program updates

o The building is at capacity; someone moved in today, and there are
no vacancies.

o Partnership with ORCA is “going really, really well,” providing bus-
use education, ORCA cards, and supplemental transportation
funding (including Lyft) when bus use is not feasible for
appointments (e.g., to Seattle).

o In-house activities continue smoothly; Bingo night is popular with
quality donated prizes (e.g., $200 roller blades, clothing, food items,
fans, backpacks). Residents sometimes negotiate prize exchanges.

e Community and neighborhood coordination
o Connections with agencies are being maintained; LEAD identified

several individuals in the area connected with them, though no
visible outreach has been observed yet.



o REACH cannot connect in this area due to lacking a contract,
except with individuals they already serve; one person with mental
health needs was referred to REACH, with unverified follow-
through.

o Benches on the side of the property were removed with the city’s
tacit permission to address concerns; the situation persists at
nearby red benches by AT&T. Attempts to reach AT&T property
leadership have been unsuccessful; Rotary plans to maintain the
area with flowers.

o Authority is limited to owned property; “good neighbor” agreements
are enforceable only for residents. Coordination with BPD is
ongoing, but owner participation is needed for off-property issues.

o The group will present an update on Bloomside at a city council
meeting on the third; advisory committee input on key topics
(positive, contentious, or negative) is welcomed to support an
honest conversation.

Community events and outreach
o Participation in OD awareness downtown Burien in late August;
strong agency turnout but low community attendance. Flyers and
information were distributed and inter-agency connections were
strengthened.

Reflections on occupancy milestone
o The building is fully occupied. Observations from community
members and contacts indicate residents appear more secure and
healthier.
Animal-related policies and coordination with the shelter
o Concerns remain regarding alleged pet breeding and multiple
animals claimed as emotional support animals among some
residents (which may be allowable under Washington law). The
shelter seeks policy information/updates from the building; calls
continue, though the level of concern varies.
New mental health clinic and referrals
o SeaMar is opening an outpatient mental health clinic downtown; the
expected opening date is TBD (targeting sometime this year or
possibly first quarter of next year).
o The plan includes a referral process for community members
(currently mental health only), with shared space involving WIC for
MSS mentioned as an aim. Interest in establishing connection
pathways for residents who need nearby services was expressed.
Expansion of LEAD outreach services
o Services are expanding imminently to Des Moines and Algona;
Algona is the fiscal sponsor, with a model focusing on door-
knocking due to population distribution. Des Moines outreach will
include highway areas near the college.



o A name-by-name list review is underway to identify existing LEAD
clients and assess others via criminal history checks for program fit;
coordination with RNP is planned. Immediate follow-up to review
the list with local partners was proposed.

Open Issues & Risks

e Property coordination risk near AT&T benches

o Ongoing complaints and limited influence on non-owned property;

repeated unsuccessful attempts to reach AT&T ownership hinder
coordinated solutions.

e OQutreach coverage limitations
o REACH cannot engage in the area due to contract constraints,
limiting support for certain individuals unless already connected.
e Animal policy enforcement concerns
o Reports of alleged breeding and multiple emotional support animals

among residents remain unresolved questions (which may be
allowable under Washington law); clarity on policy is needed.

o \Verification gap in referrals

o Areferred individual reportedly visited REACH, but this has not
been verified, leaving follow-through unclear.



	10-14-2025: Burien Community Advisory Council Meeting Notes
	Overview
	Key Topics
	Open Issues & Risks


